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historic name Allen-Mangum House 
other names/site number 

2. 

Ownership of Property 
[Xl private 
D public-local 
D public-State 
D public-Federal 

code NC county Granvi 11 e 

Category of Property 

D building(s) 
Q district o site 
D structure 
Dobject 

Name of related multiple property listing: 

of Granville 

not for publication 
vicinity 

code 077 zip code 27522 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 
1 buildings 
I 

2 

___ sites 
___ structures 
___ objects 
___ Total 

Number of contributing resources POeviously 
listed in the National Register ____ _ 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
!XZI nomination D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my op' i n prop 0 Dds not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet. 

, 1~2q·P[/ 
Signature of certifying official 

State Historic 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

Date 
Officer 

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

D entered in the National Register. 
D See continuation sheet. 

D determined eligible for the National 
Register. D See continuation sheet. 

D determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

D removed from the National Register. 
Dother, (explain:) ________ _ 

Date 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Domestic-single dwelling 

Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Gothic Revival 
Greek Revival 
Ttalianate 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Vacant/not in use 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation ___ b_r...,i'""'c""-'k ______________ _ 
walls _____ -=w ...... e......,a ....... t ...... h ........ e ...... r-"b.<..:.o-<.>a ..... r"--'d'""--_______ _ 

roof ______ m~e~t~a~l ____________ _ 
other _____ ~w~o~o~d~ ___________ _ 

brick 

IX] See continuation sheei 
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1 DESCRIPTION 

The Allen-Mangum House, the only Carpenter Gothic Revival 
and Italianate style dwelling surviving in Granville County from 
the nineteenth century, has the most ornately carved woodwork of 
any local nineteenth century dwelling. Viewed from the road 
across a white wooden fence and an immaculately maintained lawn, 
its f r"' 0 n t po r"' c h 'j sat r"' i but e tot he a b iIi tie s 0 fit sea r" pen t e r'" S " 

The woodwork of the porch, in company with that of the remainder 
of the exterior and the interior finish as well, is a fine 
representative of the style and craftmanship of the Gothic 
Revival in the county during the late plantation and early bright 
1 e a fer"' a . So m e pIa i n e r"' , p 1 ant at ion e r" a, G)''' e e k Rev i val sty 1 e 
woodwork also still adorns the original rear ell~ 

The Ion g f r'" 0 n t b I 0 c k I:' f the f r"' a m est )'''' u c t u)'''' e i s two s tor'" i e s 
tall, one-room deep and divided by a center hall - the I-house 
f 0)'''' m soc 0 m m 0 n i nth e co IJ n t y t h )'"' 0 ugh 0 u t the las t t h r' e e qua '(' t e r'" s 
of the nineteenth century and the first quarter of the twentieth. 
To its r"\ ear" i sat w 0 - s tor'" y ell t hat ~J a s the 0)'''' i gin alb I 0 C k 0 f the 
dwelling. A corbelled brick chimney pierces the center of the 
ell's metal shingle roof; similar chimneys at the front block are 
located just inside its gable ends. The three-bay wide, north
facing front block has a broad facade gable and gable ends, which 
are elaborately adorn~d with incised rectangular ventilators and 
with battens that terminate in arrowhead points. These gables 
are further underpinned with ornately floriated brackets and a 
fringe of applied triangles, all of which ring the entire front 
b I 0 c k . The flu s h gab 1 e e )'"1 d , box - co)'''' n ice d , r"\ e a)·... e 1 ], i S rJl 0 r"' e 
simply finished outside, sharing only the triangularly capped 
window surrounds of the front block. These surrounds were added 
at the six-over-six windows of the older block when the front 
block, wh i ch has t wo-over"'-t wo wi l""ldows, was er"'ect ed. A 1 .. <, i t chen 
ell with the same surrounds was erected contemporaneously with 
the front block and affixed to the east end of the two-story ell. 

The house's gr"'andest e><t el'"-' i 0)''' deccw'at i on was saved fOr"' its 
front porch. The most striking feature of the porch is an 
e><cept i ona 11 y i nt)''' i cat e,., cut out sc)'"'een of woodwor"'k d)'''aped bet ween 
the tops of sq ua)'"'e, b)'"'acket ed post s. These post sand the 
companion cornerposts of the front block are finished with small 
brackets and inset arches that are reminiscent of woodwork found 
at a small number of mid-nineteenth century buildings in the 
county. The porch is further ornamented by intricate cutout 
balusters running between the bottoms of the porch posts. 
Completing the decoration are brackets and an applied fringe of 
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t 'r"' ian g I e 5 at the po)-"' C h? 5 f]. at r"' 0 0 f , a y, dad e c k t hat i 5 P U 1'"1 C t U ate d 
by short square posts with inset arches and railed by a run of 
boa r" d 5 fa s h ion e din t 0 sty]. i zed fIe u 1'" s - cI e -- lis. 

The interior of the house is neatly though less grandly 
finished. Like the exterior, it is little changed and intact. 
The rooms of the front block are adorned with tongue and groove 
wa i '1",5 cot i n g , f 0 u r" - pan e 1 , door" 5 set i n rll old e d 5 U r" r" 0 un d 5,' and 
mantels with straight post~ and Gothic pointed lintels. The 
hallway, lit by the frosted glass sidelights of the front entry, 
is further adorned with elaborately cut stair ends, a carved 
YI ewe]. post and a co a t r"' ail. The ups t air" sea st' bed r"' 0 0 rn i 5 a Iso 
particulary handsomely finished, with a rounded arched rnantel and 
woo d - g r'" a i ned c los e t door"' s . The)"" ear" two -- s to)" y ell i s rn 0 ),-. e 5 imp 1 y 
finished than the front block in modest Greek Revival style, 
retaining plain post and lintel rnantels and some two-panel doors. 

The family cemetery east of the house is a contributing site within the 
nomination boundaries. It contains the graves of the Allens and the Mangums, 
beginning with Joseph B. Allen, who died in 1854. 



Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

D nationally D statewide [}Q locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria []I A D B []I C Do 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) DAD B Dc DoD E D F D G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
Architecture 
Agriculture 

Significant Person 
N/A 

Period of Significance 
late 18408-1937 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Architect/Builder 
unlmmm 

Significant Dates 
late 18408 
circa 1880 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

IX] See continuation sheet 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The well-kept and intact, graciously sited Allen-Mangum 
H 0 use - the r"' ear'" b 1 0 c k 0 f w hie h was b u i 1 t i 1"', the 1 ate 1 8 L~ 0 S , the 
f r'" 0 )", t b 1 0 eke i r'" c C:-\ 1 880 - iss i 9 n i fie ant b €.~ C au s e 0 fit s fin e 
Carpenter Gothic, Greek Revival and Italianate style design and 
craftsmanship, its condition and its rarity. (See associated 
P r"' 0 p e)"'" t y T y P e 1 .. - G),"' e e k I~ e v i v <::\ 1 and Rom ant i cSt Y leD \-'J ell i n 9 s ) 
Its unaltered front block is the only surviving nineteenth 
century residence in the county that is Carpenter Gothic and 
Italianate in style. (The older Rufus Amis House, built in the 
1850s, is the only other decidedly Gothic Revival style residence 
standing in the county from the nineteenth century.) Rarity 
alone does not make the style significant, however, for it is 
masterfully worked at the dwelling, from the front block's 
exceptional and intricately cut front porch, to its triangular 
capped windows, corbelled chimneys and decorated cornerposts and 
gab 1 e s . The i n t r"' i cat est a i Y' end s a '1"1 d newel po s t , vJ 0 0 d -- g '(' c..1 i ned 
four-panel doors, and Gothic arched mantels of the interior af 
the f)'"' 0 n t b I 0 c k a r'" e a Iso fin e , and u y,U sua I , 1 0 cal e >< amp 1 e S 0 f the 
Gothic Revival. The oldest section of the dwelling - the two
story, antebellum rear ell - had its window surrounds altered to 
match those of the front block and the kitchen ell to its side, 
but it retains a number of original, earlier decorative elements, 
including post and lintel mantels and two-panel doors, that are 
r ... ep)· ... esent at i ve of the Gr"'eek Rev i va 1 st y 1 e in t he count y. 
Originally a plantation seat and later the center of a bright 
leaf farm, the house, in particular the main front block, 
r"' e fIe c t sin for'" r,l and fa s h i 0)", the sop his tic a t ion 0 f the co un t y' s 
planter class and succeeding bright leaf growers. (See associated 
Historic Contexts 1 and 2 - The Plantation Era in Granville 
Co U )", t y, 1 7 L~ S - 1 865, and B)· ... i 9 h t Lea f To b a c c 0 a)", d R U r'" a 1 G 'r" a )", ville. 
Co un t y, l 8 S tJ - 1 S:3"1 ) A ]. tho tl g h no ear"' 1 you t b u i 1 cI i n g s SUr'" v i ve , the 
property includes a family cemetery that holds the remains of the 
house's builders and many of its subsequent owners. 

J 0 s e ph B. All en (1 8 1 3 - 1 854) I} who e)'''' e c ted the ) .... ear"' t~...., 0 - s t .:. r"' y 
ell 0 f the h 0 use, and his w i fe, J u 1 i a ( Iylo r'" [:1 an) All en (1 82 i::: - 1 89 Lj-) , 

are buried in the small family cemetery on the property. Joseph 
a c qui r"' e d 1 2 1 a c r'" e s 0 f his pIa n tat ion in, 1 8 LI- LI- f~'" 0 rn J e r"' r"' yEs t e s f 0)'"' 

$461.70 [Deed Book 13, Page 181J and an additional nine acres 
fr"'orl1 Will i arl1 D. A 11 en i)", 1851 fOr"' $52 and 3/ L~ cent s [Deed Book 
19, Page 14J. These dates, coupled with the Greek Revival style 
of the original rear ell, indicate that he built the rear section 
of the house in the late 18405 or shortly thereafter. The front 
b 1 0 c k 0 f the h 0 use was a p par'" e n t 1 Y b IJ i 1 t by H. D. M a 'r"I g IJ n1 , the 
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brother of ths Allen's daughter-in-law, Martha. Although the 
block's porch and corner posts are adorned with brackets and 
inset arches that are similar to those found at three mid
nineteenth century, central Granville County buildings - Salem 
Methodist and Knott's Grove Baptist churches and the ruinous 
pIa y", tat ion sea t 0 f II T a )-"' R i v e)-"' II ,] i ,.n rn y C r"' e w s - and tot h 0 s e 
employed by noted regional builder Jacob Holt, who is known to 
h a v e w 0)""' ked i nth e co un t y ~ its fa cad ega b 1 e f 0)""' rl1 , two - 0 ve)-"\ - two 
Windows, interior end chimneys, Italianate details and 
overall proportions indicate that it was not built until after 
the C i viI War"' . 

Little is known of the AlIens, though the federal slave 
census of 1850 lists Julia as the owner of seven slaves housed in 
two dwellings. In 1879 Julia deeded the house and 279 acres of 
land to her son and daughter-in-law, Rufus (1850-1923) and Martha 
( IYI a n g urn) A I len (1 844 - 1 934), and t 0 IYJ a )""' t h a? s b r"' 0 the)-"' , H. D • tTl a n !;l U fl1 

( 1 8 L~ 7 -1 937 ) [ Dee d Boo k 39, P age 1 8'+ J, a I 1 0 f who man"' e b U)-"' i e d y", e a)'''' 
her in the cemetery. In 1880 Mangum acquired sole rights to the 
house and property [Deed Book 36, Page 575J and apparently built 
the front block; the house has remained in his family since. 



Allen-Bragg Family F~story, provided by Mable Allen, copy located in Allen-Mangum House 
file, Survey and Planning Branch of Division of Archives and History, Raleigh, N.C, 

Granville County Deeds. Granville County Courthouse, Oxford, N.C. 

United States Manuscript Censuses. Microfilm located at Richard H. Thornton Public 
Library, Oxford, N.C. 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
D preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
D previously listed in the National Register 
D previously determined eligible by the National Register 
D designated a National Historic Landmark 
D recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Su~ey# ________________________________ _ 

D recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record # ____________________________ _ 

D See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
~ State historic prese~ation office 
D Other State agency 
D Federal agency 
D Local government 
D University 
DOther 
Specify repository: 

Acreage of property ___ --""'a¥p¥p ...... r~o.u.x_'_j IDLU.U.a-'"'-t e~J y,r-=3...:..9..=;..5.........=a.=c=f=e=s _____________________________ _ 

UTM References 
A lluJ 1711141510101 131919181018101 

Zone Easting Northing 

cLU I 11111 I I 1 II I 1 1 I 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Boundary Justification 

11. 

BLU I I 1 I 
Zone Easting 

DLU I I 1 I 

[J See continuation sheet 

[iJ See continuation sheet 

[X] See continuation sheet 

I 1 I 1 

Northing 

I 1 I 1 

.lstorlan 

organization Granuj ] le C()1 mty-Oxford Hi£ toric Surv@ydate-----*8H/'-::Il=*8H/-t8H7-------------------
street & number POBox 1 556 (Sta te H; star; C pres Off; ce) telephone 919-693-1491 
city or town Oxford state N. C zip code 27565 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

The property is a parcel measuring approximately 430 x 360 
feet, the northwest corner of which is approximately 245 feet 
directly northwest of the northwest corner of the foundation of 
the front block of the house, and whose southeast corner is 
a p p)-" 0 x i mat ely 280 fee t d i )-" e c t I Y sou the a s t 0 f the sou the a s teo r' n e r" 
of the foundation of the front block of the house. Attach~d to 
the eastern side of the rectangular parcel, approximately 177 
feet south of state Road 1700, is the cemetery ground measuring 
approximately 63 feet east from the fence line of the house to 
the northeast corner of the cemetery fence, app~oximately 49 feet 
south from the northeast corner of the cemetery fence to the 
southeast corner of the cemetery fence and approximately 63 feet 
west from the southeast corner of the cemetery fence to the fence 
line of the house. The northern border of the nominated area 
approximately follows the southern side of State Road 1700, the 
western border of the nominated area approximately fdllows the 
fence line of the house, the southern border of the nominated 
area approximately follows the fence line of the house, the 
eastern border of the nominated area approximately follows the 
fence line of the house except where it is extended to include 
the cernet er"y. 

Approximately 3.5 acres that include the dwelling, cemetery, 
and surrounding lot that are historically associated with the 
property, maintain historic integrity, and convey the property's 
historic setting are being nominated for ,the National Register. 
The )-" e m a i y, i n 9 P)-" CI per" t y has bee n ex c 1 u de d bee au s e i tis not k now n 
with certainty to be historically associated with the property. 

The no)-" the r" n b 0 un dar" yin c J. u des the d weI lin g t 0 its so IJ t han d 
excludes property not owned by the owner to its north. The 
we s t e)-" n , sou the)-" n , a y, d e a s t e r'" n b 0 un d a )-" i e sin c 1 u de the d vJ ell i n 9 
and cemetery and exclude property not known with certainty to be 
historically associated with the property. 
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